(Compose

- WHO is the happy Warrio ho is he
That every man in arms should wish to be?
- —ltis the generous Spirit, who, when brought

~ Among the tasks of real life, hath wrought
-~ Upon the planthat pleased his boyish thought:
R - Whose high endeavours are an inward light
-2 - That makes the path before him always bright:
,“ * Who, a natural instinct to discern

What knowledge can perform, is diligent to learn;
Abides by this resolve, and stops not there,

But makes his moral being his prime care;

ho, doomed to go in company with Pain,
And Fear, and Bloodshed, miserable train!
Turns his necessity to glorious gain;

In face of these doth exercise a power

Which is our human nature's highest dower;
Controls them and subdues, transmutes, bereave
Of their bad influence, and their good receives:
By objects, which might force the soul to abate
Her feeling, renderd more compassionate;

Is placable— occasions rise

o often that demand such sacrifice;
self-knowledge, even more pure,
As tempted more; more able to endure,

As more exposed to suffering and distress;
Thence, also more alive to tenderness.

; —'Tis he whose law is reason; who depends
Upon that law as on the best of friends;
Whence, in a state where men are tempted still
-5 To evil for a guard against worse ill,

And what in quality or act is best

Doth seldom on a right foundation rest,

He labours good on good to fix, and owes

To virtue every triumph that he knows:

—Who, if he rise to station of command,

Rises by open means; and there will stand

On honourable terms, or else retire,

And in himself possess his own desire;

-

s - Who comprehends his trust, and to the same
.. Keeps faithful with a singleness of aim;
. . And therefore does not stoop, nor lie in wait

“For wealth, or honours, or for worldly state;
Mg *Jhom they must follow; on whose head must fall,
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Like showers of manna, i ,
Whose powers shed round h "f'
Or mild concerns of ordinary life,
A constant influence, a pecullar
But who, if he be called upon t
Some awful moment to which
Great issues, good or bad for hum n
Is happy as a Lover; and attired 4:
With sudden brightness, like a Man ir
And, through the heat of conflict, keeps tl
In calmness made, and sees what he fores

Or if an unexpected call succeed,

Come when it will, is equal to the need:
—He who, though thus endued as with a
And faculty for storm and turbulence,
Is yet a Soul whose master-bias leans
To homefelt pleasures and to gentle scenes; -
Sweet image! Which wheresoe'er he be, =
Are at his heart; and such fidelity =
It is his darling passion to approve; ~ .
More brave for this, that he hath m ‘_l 0 love
—Tis, finally, the Man, who, lifted
Conspicuous object in a Nation’s
Or left unthought-of in obscurity,
Who, with a toward or untoward 1%
Prosperous or adverse, to |
Plays, in the many game: i !j'
Where what he most doth value
Whom neither shape of danger ca
Nor thought of tender happiness b
Who, not content that former worth
Looks forward, persevering to
From well to better, daily self-su
Who, whether praise of him must

-~

s comfort in himself and i
d, while the mortal mist is gatk
breath in confidence of Hev
s is the happy Warrior; th

t every Man in arms shoul

Bulletin of
GANDHI MEMORIAL MUSEUM



oo

STEpa,

October-December 2016

Editor : Prof. Jahar Sen
TMSE : T4 (9

Contribution : Rs. 20/-
sy : 20 BRE






GANDHI NEWS
MR ALV

C3RA-Terma 205

w

ol

8. Director-Secretary’s

(o]

. Editorial

. Jawaharlal Nehru

. Wilfred M. McClay

. CAITETEIE TR AL
. SIGETHH CSIP
. e Al

. &SF (Y

Report

. TS el

SifBorq

G
¢ The Charan Movement in Bengal 5 a
(1939-1942) : Its Approach to g-

Cultural Pluralism in India

: Bond of Culture among Nations 7
¢ Two Concepts of Secularism 10
: e 25

|
;SR AW ARAD @R O afefame 28 '
: IEAm @ R sl SRl 4
: AR APTRROR ORI *el! 40

: Director Secretary’s Report on the 44
Programmes and Activities at
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,
Barrackpore from September 2016 to
November 2016

: IS (A I IS 54
fon afs =gl






SEEEamins

TE T
-
Hh

it
Hﬂl{q‘iﬂ
B
=

’E';is
[ HH T

The Charan Movement in Bengal
(1939-1942) : Its Approach to
Cultural Pluralism in India

The Charans were national bards; they sang the message
of freedom, self-respect, hope and courage. It was the
Charans of Rajputana who made martyrs of a whole race.
Bankim Chandra’s ‘Bande Mataram’ and D. L. Ray’s dramas
were in tune with the Charan tradition. Bejay Lal
Chatterjee (1898-1974), the noted Charan poet of Bengal,
dreamt in his poetic vision that a new political philosophy
was necessary to new world. Rezaul Karim (1902-1993), a
Charan activist was, in the true sense of the term, a Khuda-
i-Khitmatgar, a The Charans
responded to the call of Mahatma Gandhi, a new messiah
who prbpogated : “Suffering is the mark of the human tribe.”

Conceived in 1938 the Charan Dal had its first session of
annual conference at Sikarpur, Nadia on 13 and 14 February

servant of humanity.

1939. The response was highly encouraging in Calcutta,
Dacca, Nadia and Murshidabad. The voice of Charan ideals
were in the air even before the birth of the Charan Dal. The
Charan Movement merged into August Revolution, 1942. Tts
ideals survived in the acjciv' le

r

nd writings of

Rezaul

= =
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The approach of the Charan movement to cultural pluralism in India
is basically a product of its political philosophy which consisted of five
principles : CLASSLESS SOCIETY, EXPROPRIAION (ABOLITION OF
PRIVATE PROPERTY), OVERTHROW OF THE CAPITALIST STATE,
CIVIL DISOVEDIENCE AND ORGANISED LABOUR. These ideals were
explained in two booklets :

1. Amra Jaha Biswas Kari (What we believe), written by Rezaul Karim
and Bejay Lal Chatterjee;

2. Charaner Marmabani (The essential message of Charan philosophy),
written by Bejay Lal Chatterjee.

It is my submission that the approach of the Charan Movement to
cultural pluralism in India can best be understood in the perspective of
Ramkrishna Movement and Biyabani Movement.

In order to explore its contemporary relevance, the essence of Charan
message has to be interpreted in the light of comparative religion, multi-
culturalism (pluralistic multi culturalism, NOT particularistic multi
culturalism) and holistic principle of universal relativity.

In this connection, it is always worth while to remember the following
messages :

1. “Let us be rid of all false pride and rejoice at any lamp being lit at
any corner of the World, knowing that it is a part of the common
illumination of our house... . Whatever we understand and enjoy in
human products instantly becomes ours wherever they might have
their origin. I should feel proud of my humanity when I can
acknowledge the poets and artists of other countries as mine own. Let
me feel with unalloyed gladness that all the great glories are mine.”

Rabindranath Tagore to C.F. Adrews, Sabyasachi Bhattacharya
(comp. and ed.), The Mahatma and the Poet, National Book Trust, 1997, pp. 61-62.

2. “lI want the cultures of all lands to be blown about my house as freely as
possible. But I refuse to be blown off my feet by any. I refuse to live in
other people’s house as an interloper, a beggar and a slave... Mine is not
a religion of the prison house. It has room for the least among Gods
creation. But it is a proof against insolence, pride of race, religion or
colour.”

An excerpt fro M. K. Gandhi’s article in Young India of 1 June 1921, Bhattacharya, pp. 63—64.




Bond of Culture among Nations

Jawaharlal Nehru

(Speech delivered on the Occassion of the Inaugural Ceremony of Indian Council of Cultural Relations)

y own view of Indian history is

that we can almost measure
the growth and advance of India
and decline of India from the point
of view of when India had her mind
open to the outside world and when
it wanted to close it up. The more it
closed it up, the more it became
state life, whether of the individual
or of a group or a nation or of a
society, is essentially a dynamic,
changing, growing thing. Whatever

stops that dynamic idea of growth
injures it and makes it deteriorate.

A race or a group does not count
for much unless it had roots in the
past, which past after all i1s the
of generations of
type of
wisdom. It is essential that you

accumulation

experience and some
have that, otherwise you become
just pale copies of something else
which has no real meaning to you

as an individual or a group.
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On the other Y - the moment some
hand one cannot live ' \ other proof comes,

in the roots alone.
The
wither

roots even
they

come out in the sun

unless

and the free air, and
then the roots give
you the sustenance
and the free air and
sun, also giving you
all kinds of things and branching
out and flowering. And then one
might say you have balance.

Does culture mean some inner
growth in the man? Of course it
must. Does it mean the way he
to others? it

must. Does it mean the capacity to

behaves Certainly

understand the other persons? I

suppose so. Does i1t mean the

to
understood by the other persons? I

capacity make yourself
suppose so. It means all that.

I may use another word, say
What the
approach to life’s problems? It 1is
of

seeking truth by trial and error, by

sclence. 1s sclentific

one of examining everything,

experiment, never saying that this
thing must be so, but trying to
understand why it i1s so and if one
is convinced of it, accepting it, and

changing ones
notions, to have an
open mind, not a
which

floating about with

mind 1s
every gust of wind,
nevertheless an
| open mind trying to
the truth

wherever one finds that.

imbibe

If that is culture, how far is it
represented in the modern world
and among the nations of today?

Obviously, if it was represented
more than it 1is, many of our
problems, national and
international, would be far easier of
solution.

Almost every country in the
world thanks that it has some
special dispensation from

Providence, that it is of the chosen
people or race, and others may be
good or bad or secondary, some
what inferior human beings. It is
this
in all

extra-ordinary how human

feelings persists nations
without exception, whether of the
East or of the West.

Culture that is essentially good,

looked at from a wrong point of
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view, becomes essentially not only
static but aggressive and something
breeding conflict and hatred. How
are you to find a balance, I do not
know.

And that 1s the
problem of today apart from the

perhaps

political and economic problems of
the age, because behind it there
seems to be a tremendous conflict
in the spirit of man today, some
search for something which it
cannot find.

One thing that troubles me is
this, that often enough people who
understand each other more and
more, begin to quarrel more and
more. Nevertheless, you cannot say
from that, that we should not try to
understand each other because that
will be completely limiting oneself
and that is something which really
cannot be done in the modern
context of the world. Therefore, it
becomes essential that we must try
in the

way 18

to understand each other
right The right
important. The right approach, the

way.

friendly approach 1is important,

because a friendly approach brings

Source :
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a friendly response. I have not a
shadow of doubt that it is a
fundamental rule of human life that
if  the the
response is good. If the approach is

approach 1s good,
bad, the response is likely to be bad
too.

So if we approach our fellow
human beings or other countries in
the right way, not in any sense of
that
consider of essential value to truth

surrendering anything we
or to our genius, but nevertheless
in a friendly way, with our minds
and hearts open and prepared to
accept whatever goods comes to
them, then that will lead not only
to understanding but the right type
of understanding.

I am reminded of a famous
Greek poet, the saying of a very
Wiseman :

‘What else is Wisdom? What of man’s
endeavour,

Or God’s high grace, so lovely and so
great?

To stand from fear set free to breathe
And wait,

To hold a hand uplifted over Hate,
And shall not loveliness be loved for
ever?’

Sen, A. C. (ed.). Indo-Asian Culture, Vol. I, No. I, July 1952, ICCR.




By
WILFRED M. McCLAY

The meaning of secularism can differ from society to society. Here the
meaning of secularism in America is considered. Though most
Americans would likely agree that they live in a secular society, today
two very different ideas of what it means to be secular are at odds.

henever one sets out in
search of the simple and
obvious in American
history, one soon comes face to face
with a crowd of paradoxes. And
none is greater than this: that the
vanguard nation of technological

and social innovation 1s also the

developed world's principal bastion
of religious faith and practice. The
United States has
sustain remarkably high levels of

managed to

traditional religious belief and
affiliation, even as it careens
merrily down the Whitewater

rapids of modernity.
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This was not supposed to the exercise of instrumental
happen. Sociologists from Max rationality. Secularity in all its
Weber to Peter Berger were fullness should have arrived as

convinced that secularization was
one facet of the powerful monolith

called "modernization," and trusted

that secularization would come
along bundled with a
comprehensive package of
modernizing forces urbanization,
rationalization, professionalization,
functional differentiation,

bureaucratization, and so on. If by
"secularism" we mean a perspective
that dismisses the possibility of a
transcendent realm of Dbeing,
the

nonexistence) of such a realm as an

or

treats existence (or

irrelevancy, then we should have
beliefs

practices to wither away by now. To

expected  religious and
be sure, one can grant that the
of the

great religions transmitted a useful

taboos and superstitions
kernel of moral teaching. But their
supernaturalism and irrationality
have to be regarded, in this view,
as vestiges of humanity's childhood.
Our of

material existence enables us to

growing mastery our
understand and manipulate this

world on our own terms, through

naturally as adulthood.
Yet the world at the dawn of the
21st century remains energetically,

even maniacally, religious, in ways

large and small. And if the
"secularization theory" long
promoted by social-scientific

students of religion has in fact been
discredited, the

resiliency of religious faith in 20th

unanticipated

century America may well be the

single most arresting
demonstration of the theory's
inadequacy.

But perhaps one should not
accept this claim too quickly.

Perhaps the religious efflorescence
we see today is merely defensive,
and fleeting. It could be argued
persuasively that the United States
has never been more thoroughly
under the command of secular ideas
than it is today. The nation's elite
culture, as it is mirrored in mass
media and academe, 1s committed
to a standard of antiseptically

in which the
ostensibly value-neutral languages

of

secular discourse,

science and therapy have
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displaced the value-laden language
A

stream of court decisions since the

of faith and morals. steady

1940s has severely circumscribed
the of

traditional religious symbols and

public manifestation
sentiments, helping to create what
has been called "the naked public
square." Perhaps the United States
has lagged behind Western Europe
in completing the movement toward

a purer form of secularity—but it is

getting there just the same.
Religious expression has not been
stamped out—but it has been

pushed to the margins, confined to
a sort of cultural red-light district,
along with all the other frailties to
which we are liable. The point is to
confine such beliefs to the private
and deny them public
Some who hold to this

view offer themselves as friends of

realm
exposure.
religion. Others are skeptics, or
enemies. But all are united in the
belief that a "naked public square"
1s the price we must pay for the
non-establishment and liberty
embodied in the First Amendment.

There is, however, another way
of seeing matters. In this view, it is

secularism, rather than religion,

Gandhi News/ St %€
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whose power is ebbing away. In this
the that
liberty can only be protected by the

view, claim religious
federal government's imposition of
a naked public square has come to
seem as absurd as the Vietnam-era
tactic of destroying villages in order
to save them. Small wonder, then,
that religion has responded to the
of
vigorous defense of its role in public
that,

thinks of it, shows no sign of going

challenge secularism with a

life—a role whatever one
away quietly.

Indeed, there is a growing sense
that be

indispensable for

religion may an
the

upholding of human dignity and

force

moral order in a world dominated
by voracious state bureaucracies
sprawling transnational
that

effectively accountable to national

and

corporations are neither
law nor effectively answerable to
well-established codes of behavior.
As the sociologist Jose Casanova
argues, modernity runs the risk of
being "devoured by the inflexible,

inhuman logic of its own creations,"

unless it restores a '"creative
dialogue" with the very religious
traditions it has so successfully
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challenged. Perhaps no event in the
last quarter-century has given more
credibility to this view than the
profound influence of the Roman
Catholic Church in promoting the
downfall of communism in parts of
the former Soviet empire; and no
modern religious leader has been
more keenly alert to the public uses

of his faith than the current pope.

But even in America there 1is
plentiful evidence that publicly
vigorous religious beliefs and

practices have survived all efforts
to suppress or supersede them, and
are now ascendant.

One can gauge the extent of this
shift not only by recourse to Gallup,
but by

public

Roper, and Barna polls,
shifts in

discourse. Ever since the election of

examining

Jimmy Carter in 1976, the taboo on

public  expression of religious
sentiments by American political

leaders seems to have been steadily

eroding, to the extent that the
presidential candidates in the
current campaign have  been

publicly invoking God and dJesus
Christ at a pace not seen since the
days of William Jennings Bryan.

The principal candidates, and

Gandhi News/ SR 3w
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President Bill Clinton himself, have
warmly endorsed the efforts of
what called  "faith-based"

organizations for the provision of

are

social welfare services. Clinton has

repeatedly and successfully
employed biblical and quasibiblical
language, particularly in his own
defense. One may feel tempted to
snarl, at these
but the fact
remains that they are a form of
One

successfully appeal to a standard,

chuckle, or
rhetorical gestures,
recognition. cannot
even if one does it cynically or
ritualistically, if that standard is
not

widely  acknowledged as

legitimate.

he signs of desecularization

are reflected, too, in long

list of developments in the
realms of law and governance. The
overwhelming  support accorded
the Religious Freedom Restoration
Act of 1993, although it was later
overturned by the Supreme Court,
was a highly significant example of
this the

landmark reform

process. So too was
1996 welfare
which included an

"charitable

legislation,

option  for choice,"
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permitting the contracting out of

public social-welfare services to
openly religious organizations. As
always, controversies over
schooling have supplied a

significant share of the flashpoints.

Gandhi News/ St %€
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the of

congressional sessions. God's name

at commencement
appears on our currency and in the
oaths we take in court. Chaplains
are still employed by Congress and

the armed services. The tax-exempt

Not only has there been some status of religious institutions
leveling of the playing field in the remains intact. Avowed belief in
competition between religious and God remains astonishingly
nonreligious schools, but there is pervasive, and church and
movement toward a synagogue attendance rates
reassertion of \ remain high, at least
religious expression As the 21st century relative to rates in
in public begins, we need a way other Western
Iinstitutions, seen, of understanding our | countries. Whether
for example, in the cultural conflict that one looks upon these
current court cases faces the facts of social phenomena with
mvolving the division without approval or

posting of the Ten
Commandments in
public schools and ;
the sanctioning of student-
led

Ceremonies and football games. Not

prayer at graduation
all of these efforts will succeed. Not
all of them ought to. But the trend
seems unmistakable.

And some things have never
changed, even with secularism's
Impressive victories in the courts
and in the halls of government and

academe. Prayers are still uttered

becoming a self-fulfilling
prophecy of civil war.

disapproval, the fact
that

still not an entirely

1s America 1is

secular country, one

sanitized

of any form of public
sanction for religion. One could
continue in this vein for some time.
Yet the of  the

secularizing view would likely not

partisans

be persuaded. They might well
that the

professed belief in God is thinner

respond majority's

than skim milk. The now-dominant

secularism might seem to Dbe
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conceding a good deal of ground to
religion. But this concession only

serves to consolidate its rule, by

seeming to show flexibility on
relatively small points.  Such
concessions serve to sugarcoat

more consequential social changes,
which, once they have fully taken
root, will eventually empty the old
moral and theological language of
all The of
President Clinton's impeachment

meaning. drama
suggests that the stern moralism
once associated with American
Protestantism 1is a thing of the
distant past. It costs nothing for an

American politician these days to

genuflect in the direction of
"religion,"  particularly if that
"religion" is increasingly vague and
morally undemanding. Such

gestures, in the secularizing view,
are merely the verbal tics of a
civilization in transition.

There is some truth in this view.
But it the

importance of words and gestures

underestimates

as markers of legitimacy. And the

very fact of such genuflection, even

if that 1s all that it 1is, may
nevertheless indicate how
precarious all  the  secularist

builds
pedestals to the god of scientific

advances

are. one
rationality or the Comtean religion
of humanity—although there is a
trade in crystals,
the
of psychics. the
of has
receded somewhat in our own day,
of

growing politicization, its blizzard

booming

pyramids, horoscopes, and

services Even

public prestige science

as a consequence science's
of inflated and conflicting claims
about matters such as health and
diet, and the public's fears, founded
and unfounded, that scientific and
technological innovation has
become a juggernaut lacking any
sense of moral proportionality or
ultimate ends.

One thing can be said without
qualification: Secularism in our day

boasts no energizing vision and no
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An ounce of
practice is worth
more than tons
of preaching.

Mahatma Gandhi

revolutionary élan. Instead, it must
await the excesses of the Religious
Right or some similar foe to make
up
enthusiasm, and rally its remaining

its case, stir its fading
troops. Secularism sits uneasy upon
1ts throne, a monarch that dares not
speak its proper name, and dares
not openly propound its agenda, if
indeed it still has one. For all its
gains, it seems peculiarly on the
defensive, a tenured radical that
has ascended to the endowed chair
of culture only to spend its days
shoring up the principle of stare
decisis. There are no envelopes left
to push. Its victory, if that is what
it has
without cost. For better or worse,
the has

elsewhere. These days it is more

enjoyed, has not come

élan wvital gravitated

fashionable to be "spiritual" than to
be secular.

There is no more powerful

Gandhi News/ St %€
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indication of secularism's rule—and
the precariousness of that rule—
than the

mounted

challenge to it being
by

sophisticated,

an intellectually

and  increasingly
conservative
First
together in reaction to the Supreme
Court's 1973 decision
Wade the

liberalization of abortion laws, this

ecumenical religious

counterculture. drawn
in Roe v.
and subsequent

counterculture is made up mainly
of

conservatives drawn from the full

theological and moral

range of organized denominations:

mainline and evangelical
Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish.
Such an entity, particularly as

embodied in Richard John Neuhaus'
First

would have been inconceivable if a

influential journal Things,
powerful and entrenched secularist
enemy did not exist to hold such a
coalition together. In the past, it
would have been precisely the most
conservative Protestants, Catholics,
and Jews who would have been the
least likely to seek out common
ground. That they are now willing
to do so, with growing enthusiasm
and commitment, is a tribute to

their secularist foe. It was once the
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case that to be ecumenical one had
to be a liberal. But that is no longer
true. Now something much larger
than the historical differentia of the
respective faiths is seen to be at
stake. That "something" is at the
bottom of what we have come to call
"the culture wars."

The reaction against secularism
in recent years is by no means
restricted to political or cultural
conservatives. Prominent liberals
such as the journalist E. J. Dionne,
the law professor Stephen Carter,
the

psychologist Robert Coles, and the

the theologian Harvey Cox,

political theorist William Connolly
all the
inadequacies of a purely secular

have written on
view of the world. They may offer
the most powerful evidence of all
for the
from modernization, since they take
the

or modernizing; agenda need not be

decoupling of secularism

position that a "progressive"

a secularizing one.

In addition, an increasingly

influential critique 1s emerging

from the perspectives of academic
postmodernism and postcolonial-
1sm, in which Western secularism's
to truth and

claims universal

The five individuals who prepared the Declaration of
Independence in 1776 (left to right) were: Benjamin

Franklin, Thomas Jefferson. John Adams,

Philip

Livingston, and Roger Sherman.

impersonal rationality are decried
as a form of cognitive imperialism.
As a result, the claims of religion
are no longer so easily bracketed as

private and subjective. In the
postmodern  dispensation, where
knowledge is  understood  as

inseparable from the discourse of

particular communities, religious
assertions have as good a claim as
anything else, and a better one than
most, to the mantle of "truth." Such
arguments tend in practice to favor
and often

"indigenous" religion,
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leave mainstream Christianity and
Judaism out of the picture, perhaps
considering them too much a part
of  the

hegemony"

"Western universalist
to Dbe of

attention. And in any event, these

worthy

arguments may have little staying
power outside the hothouse of the
But their

indicates a restlessness

academy. appearance
certainly
with the regime of secularism, from
a position that can hardly be called
"conservative" in any usual sense of
the word.

So not everything we see in the
challenges to secularism can be
made to take the shape of a culture
war. But a great deal of it does.
Defenders of religion see an

which
controls academia, the media, and
the federal

largely controls

aggressive secularism,

courts, and thereby
public discourse.
Secularists and their allies see in
their

religious

opponents an  incipient

reaction, a dangerous
cultural regression, a "return of the
that would obliterate

and demolish

repressed"
scientific  inquiry
individual liberty, and take us back
the Middle There

nothing imaginary these

to Ages. 1s

about

Gandhi News/ St %€
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1s nothing
their

couched in such extreme terms.

But there
about

conflicts.
inevitable being

As the 21st century begins, we
need a way of understanding our
cultural conflict that faces the facts
of social division without becoming
a selffulfilling prophecy of civil war.
The obstacles to  this
formidable. As the sociologist

James Davison Hunter has pointed

are

out, our national debates are now
conducted within frameworks that
tend to polarize arguments, harden
lines of division, and accentuate the
most extreme positions of either
camp in order to mobilize both
donors and troops.

If the conception of "culture
wars" may well further the very
tendencies 1t describes, it also 1is
By

establishing a rough parity between

admirably clarifying.

the sides, the term helps us see
that the

modernization and 1its discontents

struggle between
is not merely the battle of light
against darkness, progress against
but

have many of the qualities of a

backwardness, does 1ndeed

struggle, pitting
held world-

confessional

genuine and deeply
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views against each  other—a should be, an officially secular
struggle in which there is plenty of nation. In a sense, therefore, it is
light and darkness, virtue and vice, also to raise the question of

to go around.

oreover, the culture war
model suggests that the
described

not mere 1llusions or anxieties to be

conflicts are
soothed away by therapy. Rather,
to speak of "culture war" is to insist
that we are experiencing genuine
conflicts over genuine issues. The
effort to simply split the differences
by

prudence,

counseling moderation and
and by following the
that

least

principle
the
displeasure to the largest possible

utilitarian one

should give possible
number, may have the effect of
denying what is at stake for the
"hardﬂ

Majorities can be wrong. And in

minorities on either side.

this particular conflict, the stakes
are high. The battle is being fought
over nothing less than who will get
to occupy the commanding heights
of American life, and thereby define
the nature of the culture.

To of
heights" is to raise the question of
whether the United States 1is, or

speak "commanding

whether there is a de facto religious
establishment in America. This has
always been a tangled and complex
subject. Officially, of course, there
has
religious establishment. There are,

never been an American

as everyone knows, two clauses
expressing the First Amendment's
view of religion: a free exercise

clause and a non-establishment
clause. The two clauses are part of
they

complement and mutually support

a single vision, because

each other, non-establishment
being a necessary precondition for

free exercise, and free exercise
being the surest way of ensuring
the of

establishment.

perpetuation non-
Of the two, non-establishment is
the harder
observe and perpetuate. It is not
hard to understand why this should

be so.

surely provision to

Just as nature abhors a
the
'unifying and binding principles.

vacuum, SO polity  seeks

There has to be a "final say" in a
it
hard to keep a "final say" potent

durable political order, and 1s
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SOD-LESS
fml-:n 1A

than

proceduralism.

with

avowedly

nothing  more an
neutral
On the contrary: Everything we
know about the functioning of a
healthy political entity suggests the
need for governing assumptions,

legitimating myths, and

We

informal

foundational narratives. have
always tended to have
establishments play that role for us.
And

have been in flux.

clearly those establishments

Consider the situation in the

American demimonde called
academe. The historian George
Marsden has argued that the
American academy has merely
exchanged one orthodoxy for

another, granting today the same
kind of commanding status to a
strictly secular understanding of

human existence that yesterday it
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granted to a Protestant orthodoxy.
This would be remarkable, if true.
Is there now a regnant secularist
orthodoxy, which, while it usually
rules genially and tolerantly, 1is
ultimately intolerant of threatening
deviations from its norms? There is
certainly evidence of this in the
academy's suppression of explicit
and religious

religious discourse

perspectives in scholarly discourse,

not to mention hiring and
promotion, and in its ferocious
antagonism to the mere
presentation of religious

perspectives on such controversial
subjects as human origins. And 1is
this the

secularism, to be as domineering

inevitable tendency of

and triumphalist as the religious
faiths it Is it
accurate to speak of secularism as a

kind of

reservoir of ultimate beliefs about

once opposed?

substitute religion, a
ultimate things which stands in a
with

religious faiths? Or is secularism

continuum conventional

more  properly understood as

something quite distinct from, and

more modest than, a religion? Has
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the of

secularism versus desecularization

culture war dynamic
caused us to lose sight of this
distinctive quality of "the secular,"
when it is rightly understood ?

This takes

entirely different cast if one looks

question on an
for a moment beyond the Western
world— the West being, as Peter
Berger has repeatedly pointed out,
the only part of the world where
has

triumphant— and considers a place

secularization been
where the connotations of the word
secularism are rather different. An
example 1s provided by a New York
Times news story dated December
6, 1999, dispatched from India. On
that day, the Times reported, police
arrested dozens of activists who
had gathered the
Indian temple town of Ayodhya to
the

memory of, the demolition of a 16th

1n northern

protest against, and mark
century Muslim mosque by Hindu
That
earlier event sparked massive riots
throughout the

several thousand people dead, and

zealots seven years earlier.
leaving

country,

has remained a simmering issue
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ever since. Both Hindu and Islamic
organizations mounted
demonstrations for the anniversary.
the

destruction, militant Hindu groups,

Ever since mosque's
which refer to December 6th as
"Victory Day," have been pushing to
have a temple built on the site,
which to be the

birthplace of the god-king Rama.

they Dbelieve

Muslims, conversely, have vowed to
rebuild the mosque, carrying signs
that read "The jihad will go on."
Meanwhile, miles away in Delhi,
300 activists from an organization
called

marked December 6th with a march

Citizens for Secularism
protesting the mosque's demolition.

This story neatly illustrates a
What 1s meant by

"secularism" will depend upon the

simple point.

cultural and historical context in
which the

contemporary American society, it

one uses word. In

means one thing: the demystified
and disenchanted worldview of an
affluent, postreligious society. But
in the title of the Indian protesters'
for

organization, Citizens

Secularism, it means something
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else. Not an antireligious
worldview imposed by the state,
but instead, an antitheocratic

understanding of a secular state

which is fully compatible with the

protection of religious liberty.
This

normally call

not what we would
in the

is
secularism
West. But that is precisely why I
have found it valuable to insist
upon using the word secularism in
as broad a sense as possible in what
follows, even if doing so has the
effect of making that word even
more problematic than it already is.
For in preserving possibilities in
words, one preserves their
possibility in practice— including

the possibility that there is such a

thing as "secularism  rightly
understood." Indeed, the Indian
protesters' understanding, of

secularism is regarded favorably by

most thoughtful religionists in the

West, as a vital instrument to
refine and  restrain  religious
commitments, and to  protect

religious devotees from their own

all-too-human tendencies toward

fanaticism and blindness— traits
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that their own faiths themselves
predict. To be antitheocratic is by
no means to oppose religion. On the
contrary, one can argue— as did
the godfather of all
"rightly understood" words— that
the

Tocqueville,
American antitheocratic
tradition has by and large proven a
great boon to religion, practically
and morally, and essential to the
maintenance of healthy religious
commitments.

How then are we to find the
right balance in these matters,
what in
it

preserving is  good

secularism without ceding to
more than its due? We can start by
of

only

distinguishing two ways

understanding the concept,

one of which is an enemy of
religion. First, the secular idea can
be understood as an opponent of
established belief—
nonreligious establishment— and a
of the

and

including a

protector rights of free

exercise free  association.
Second, it can be understood as a
proponent of established wunbelief
of

individual expressive rights.

and a  protector strictly




Vol. 11, No. 3

The former view, on the one
hand, 1s a minimal, even "negative"
understanding of secularism, as a
freedom "from" establishmentarian
imposition. For it, the secular idiom
a provisional lingua

to

is merely

franca that serves facilitate
commerce among different kinds of
belief, rather than establish some
"absolute"  language,

new an

Esperanto of postreligious truth.
The latter view, on the other hand,
1s the more robust, more assertive,
more '"positive" understanding of
secularism with which I began—
the one that affirms secularism as
an ultimate faith that rightfully
supersedes the tragic blindnesses
of

the historical religions, at least so

and destructive irrationalities

activity in public is

By

religious liberty as a sub-category

far as

concerned. understanding

of individual expressive liberty, it

confines religion to a strictly

private sphere, where it can do

little public harm— and little public
good.

The first of these two concepts
of

secularism, "negative"
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secularism, sounds almost identical
to the of the First

Amendment. This in turn suggests

language

the possibility of a nonestablished

secular order, one equally
respectful  of  religionists and
nonreligionists alike. Such an order
preserves the freedom of the
uncoerced individual conscience.
But it has a capacious
understanding of the religious

needs of humanity, and therefore
does not presume that the religious
impulse should be understood as a
merely individual matter. On the
contrary, it insists that religion is a
social institution, for whose
the right of

association— by which we mean the

flourishing free
right of coreligionists to form moral
communities, which can include or
exclude others precisely as they
please— is just as important as the
of

Pluralism

right individual expression.

1s a necessary
concomitant of liberalism, precisely
because we are social creatures,
whose social existence 1s a prior
condition to all else that we value.

It might also be pointed out that
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the distinction between "negative"
of
is neatly paralleled by
of the

meaning of the secular

and '"positive" understandings
secularism
competing understandings
scope and
activity we call "science." There has
been a powerful tendency since the
advent of modern science to see its
claims as competitive with, and
ultimately triumphant over, those
of This

tendency may have been just as bad

traditional religion.
for science as it was for religion,
tending to inflate the claims of

reductive
with  the
and
that

science, as such, cannot sustain on

sclence into a

"scientism,"  replete
declaration of metaphysical
cosmological certitudes
1its own terms. A more modest,
"negative" understanding of science

sees it as an inherently tentative

Source : Span, January/February, 2001
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and provisional form of knowledge,

defined by strict adherence to
procedural norms involving the
formulation of hypotheses and

and by the

careful conduct of observable and

chains of inference,

replicable experiments to test those
hypotheses. Science, in this view, is
unable by its very nature to affirm
or deny untestable claims about the
nature of ultimate reality. Science

1s required to presume naturalism

methodologically— but not
ontologically. Such a carefully
limited understanding gives the
magnificent achievements of

Western science their full measure
of respect, without obliging us to
of

metaphysics, and a sworn enemy of

construe science as a form

religion.
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o amE fercares,

socialists have, so far as I know,

"Western

believed in the necessity of violence

for enforcing socialist doctriness."

sAmGi fi feet,  "Socialism  or
communism should be based on
non-violence, and on the

harmonious cooperation of labour
and capital and the landlord and
the tenant." $ o P fest wieftafos
A SRS ST FA2 7S | 9 @A
fof fowcatzs, "I shall bring about

economic equality through non-
violence, by converting the people
to my point of view by harnessing

the forces of love as against hatred."
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the tyranny of either English rule,
or Indian rule." f$fd Fuqe awam
BTG *PT IR | G TS SR iyl fce
faicar fofel o104tes, "I am not interested
in freeing India from the English
yoke. I am best upto freeing India
from any yoke whatsoever."

AF© FqE T fo14ts oIt "Young

India' “fgd® SF& @09, "Real

swara] will come mnot by the

acquisition of authority by a few but

by the acquisition of the capacity by
all to resist authority when it is
abused. In other words, Swaraj is to
be obtained by educating the
masses to a sense of their capacity
to regulate and control authority."
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AfGHIT oG 0w, "My idea of
village swaraj is that it is complete
its

republic, independent of
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neighbours for its own vital wants,
and yet interdependent for many
others in which dependence is a
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President of the United States, had
it not been for Gandhi and the

he
inspired America and the world."

2 b AT FA AT AT
« 3 T2 AT (F, GF FRLECE SNREI

message shared with and

Gandhi News/ SR 3w

SCIRA-fCTET 205%

PPt @ Sfaga sitY Twgfewad @3
TN RADE @ WA W@, ARG
SRR AL I oG 20T IR
AT ol [FE T GIviz R *NfE e
aFy offedl| dal AteRE (e #Iif%
HTHICH BRI® 20T Gk e ol =02 wiepia
0 o FAre e ZAes (@, Sy
Reie SIfEisait siteE G ¢ ©F wq
SrOIG APABRE | G ATONRE AN FCACZA
TR AR PRl Sreited e Iewitae
AEcafes ANIfEs, «NfE THCwaz e
frere e Seelfte Fare (g
SRS AGAR IS O ANTONIL
SRR T |

G *or M =W AR T @
SEHANHR &), SIRCH SIS G gel IS
ST (O FAFITS S9N 0T FICZ AR
o SIS (RN A |




Director Secretary’s Report on the Programmes and Activities
at Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
from September 2016 to November 2016

1. Programme to Commemorate
the Commencement of
Satyagraha Movement by
Mahatma Gandhi (18/09/2016)
A programme was organized by

the Sangrahalaya to commemorate

the commencement of the
Satyagraha Movement by Mahatma
Gandhi (on September 11, 1906), at
its premises on September 18, 2016.

A debate competition was arranged

to commemorate the event the topic

which
Gandhijir Satyagraher Pantha

Hoe
of the

Science

Bartamane

for was
Prasangik
The
of Political
Sociology,

participated in the
Four (4) students from each of the

two departments mentioned above,

Punaray
Poreche. students
Departments
and University

competition.
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1.e. a total of eight (8) students

participated as speakers amongst

whom four (4) spoke for the motion

and four (4) against the motion.

| ".- }
= - F\Q .
L\N 3 ‘f'.‘w i
Professor = Bhaskar  Chakraborti,
Centenary Professor of
International Relations and
Director CPWAS, Department of

History, University of Calcutta
acted as the Chief Guest at the

programme.  Professor  Suparna

Gooptu, Professor, Department of
History and the Director, Gandhian
Studies

Centre  University  of

Gandhi News/ S w3
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Sitanath
Department

Calcutta and Professor
Mazumdar, Professor,
of Business Management
University of Calcutta acted as the
Special Guests as well as the judges
of the debate The
students of different departments
of the of Calcutta

participated as the audience. The

competition.
University
team that spoke for the motion won

the
awarded to both the Winners as

competition. Prizes  were

well as the Runners —up team.
in the fair
Bhagat

Society at
(23/09/2016 to 25/09/

2. Participation
organized by Naihati
Singh Memorial
Naihati
2016)
The
and put up a stall at the fair

Sangrahalaya participated

organized by Naihati Bhagat Singh

Memorial Society, at the Naihati
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Institute Hall from

Railway
September 23 to 25, 2016. The
Mobile Exhibition Set Alokchitre
Mahajibon

personalities n

Teen (three

photographs—

great

Tagore,
Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose) in roll-up
standee was mounted at the hall

Rabindranath
Gandhi

Gurudev

Mahatma and

premises and a stall was put up by
the

publications as

Sangrahalaya for selling its
the
products prepared by the women

well as

who have received training for

Gandhi News/ SR 3w
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Food Preparation and Preservation

for financial empowerment
organized by the Sangrahalaya.
The documentary titled Role of
Barrackpore in the Freedom

Movement of India was shown to
the audience which was greatly

appreciated

3. Attending the Second
National Level meeting
regarding Tentative Plan of

Action for the Celebration of
150th Birth Anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi organized by
Gandhi Smarak Nidhi along
with National Gandhi Museum
and Gandhi Peace Foundation
(25/09/2016)

On September
Second National
regarding Tentative Plan of action
for the Celebration of 150th Birth
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi
was organized by Gandhi Smarak

25,
Level

2016 the
meeting
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Nidhi along with National Gandhi

Gandhi
meeting

and Peace

The
representatives  of

Museum

Foundation.
attended by
different Gandhian institutions to
their
action for the celebration of the
150th Birth ~ Anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi to be held in
2019. The Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
Shri
Basu, Chairman of the Managing

was

discuss tentative plan of

was

represented by Narayan

Committee of Sangrahalaya and
The Director-Secretary, Shri
Pratik Ghosh.

4. Meeting with the Honourable
President of India (26/09/2016)
The Chairman of the managing
of the
Director-Secretary had

Committee
the

the rare opportunity to meet the

Sangrahalaya
and

Honourable President of India at

Gandhi News/ S w3
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the Rashtrapati Bhavan, New
Delhi on September 26, 2016 and
discussed at length the Tentative
Plan for the Celebration of 150th
of Mahatma

Birth Anniversary
Gandhi in 2019.
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5. Observance of Mahatma
Gandhi’s 147th Birthday and
Presentation of the 19th
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial
Award and Deliverance of the
18th Mahatma Gandhi Memorial
Oration : (02/10/2016)

Mahatma Gandhi’s Birthday was
celebrated by the Sangrahalaya on
October 2, 2016 at its premises. The
19th Mahatma Gandhi
Award was presented and the 18th

Memorial

._. -: \ru / ;" TR '
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Oration
was delivered on the occasion. The
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Award
1s instituted to honour those
engaged in Gandhian and noble
society-enriching activities, etc. In
the financial year 2016-17 the
award was presented to Siksha

Niketan(Kalanabagram), Burdwan,
a well known Gandhian Voluntary
Organization, which i1s involved in
providing the ‘Basic Education’ to
underprivileged children and young

Gandhi News/ SR 3w
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AR AT

MUSEUM

kAR

ANDIH! ME!

adults on the ideals of Mahatma

Gandhi’s ‘Buniyadi Siksha’ The
Award consists of a silver salver,
Scroll of Honour and Rupees ten
thousand (10,000/-) and traditional
materials. The award was handed
over by Shri

Chairman of

Narayan Basu,
the  Managing
Committee of the Sangrahalaya, to
Shri Ganendra Biswas, Secretary of
Siksha Niketan. Dr. Maya Ghosh,

member of the Managing
Committee of the Sangrahalaya
read out the Scroll of Honour.

Professor  Pradip  Bhattacharya,

Honourable Member of Parliament
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(Rajya Sabha), Government of India
delivered the 18th  Mahatma
Gandhi Memorial Oration. He was
felicitated with a Silver Salver and
traditional materials. The function

was attended by the members of
the
Sangrahalaya as well as eminent
all of whom took

Managing Committee of the

personalities,
turns to garland the photograph of
Mahatma Gandhi and spinning the
Charkha (Spinning Wheel) installed
at the of the Mural
Gallery of the Sangrahalaya. The

entrance
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entire function was presided over
by Sri Narayan Basu, Chairman of
the Managing Committee of the
Sangrahalaya while the welcome
address was delivered by Sri Pratik
Ghosh, Director-Secretary of the
Sangrahalaya.

The Sangrahalaya put up two (2)
stalls at the programme, one of its
publications as well as mementos

and another of the products
prepared by the ladies during the
training provided by the
Sangrahalaya for financial

empowerment of the women. Both
the stalls received a lot of positive
response from all the guests.
6. Celebration of Children’s
Day : (18/11/2016)

Children’s Day was celebrated
the
Sangrahalaya on November 18, 2016

iIn a unique manner by
at Siksha Niketan, Kalanabagram,
Siksha-Niketan 1is an

Burdwan.
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educational institution for
underprivileged children in rural

India. It has been providing “Basic
children
the
Kalanabagram free of cost, for over

Education” to of poor

farmers  in village  of
sixty years. Built on the ideals of
Mahatma Gandhi’s “Buniyadi
Siksha”(Basic Education), Siksha-
Niketan unique
program  of which
and

runs a very
education

emphasizes on

vocational

values education alongside an

This
provides

academic curriculum.

Institution currently
education  to

hundred
underprivileged children and young
adults in the village of
Kalanabagram in Burdwan district
of West Bengal. Children up to the
level of class VIII are taught at
Siksha Niketan. This year the
Sangrahalaya  had aimed  at
celebrating the Children’s Day with

opportunities  for

nearly five

the and tribal
children. Hence, with this aim in
view the Sangrahalaya went to
Siksha Niketan with the Mobile

Exhibition and daylong programme.

The Sangrahalaya mounted the
mobile exhibition set Alokchitre
Teen  Mahajibon  (three  great
personalities in photographs—
Gurudev  Rabindranath  Tagore,
Mahatma  Gandhi and Netaji

Subhash Chandra Bose) in roll-up
standee for the children as well as
the staff of the school. After this an
animation film on the life and
of Mahatma Gandhi
presented. Next the audio-visual

works was
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(20)
questions on Mahatma Gandhi was
conducted for the students. Then
Role of
Freedom

consisting of twenty

quiz

the documentary titled
the
Movement of India was

Barrackpore in
shown.
Finally the winners of the quiz

The
members of the Sangrahalaya were

contest were given prizes.

also shown the glimpses of the

different types of  activities
undertaken by Siksha Niketan
concerning rural development
based on the philosophy of

Mahatma Gandhi. On the whole
this was a very unique experience
the the
Sangrahalaya and the programme

for members of

received a lot of positive response

from the children and staff of

Siksha Niketan.

7. Training on Food Preparation
and Preservation (Started from

05/11/2016)
The Training Programme
started by the Gandhi Smarak

Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore in the
previous financial year to provide
local

financial empowerment to

needy women is being carried on
successfully. A new batch of ladies
has enrolled for the training on

Food Preparation and Preservation.
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Till date they have been taught to
prepare and preserve vinegar, four
types of syrups and four types of
squashes. In the days to come they
will be taught more items such as
different types of jams, pickles and

sauces.

8. Group Visits

O On September 16, 2016, sixty (60)
students of  Departments of
History, Political
Hindi, of
(Morning) visited the Sangrahalaya
their
Ajeya Sarkar. They were provided
the
shown the
titled  Role of
Barrackpore in the Freedom
Movement of India. (16/09/2016)

Science and

Bangabasi  College

accompanied by Professor

with a guided tour of

Sangrahalaya and

documentary

Gandhi News/ SR 3w

CHRA-TCHT 2050

O On September 27, 2016 forty (40)
students and seven (7) professors of
the Departments of Philosophy and
Political Science of
Chandraketugarh Sahidullah
Smriti Mahavidyalaya came to the
Sangrahalaya for an educational
their
provided
the
shown the
Role of

Freedom

tour which 1is part of
curriculum. They were
with a guided tour of
and
titled
the

Movement of India. On seeing the

Sangrahalaya
documentary

Barrackpore in

display of the Sangrahalaya one of
Mr. Md. Torikul
Islam commented, “Very good!” (27/
09/2016)

the professors

O Twenty seven (27) students of
Assembly of Christ School paid a
the Sangrahalaya on
October 27, 2016

visit to

accompanied by their
Shri
Dharmendra Silpakar.

teacher

They were provided
with a guided tour of
the Sangrahalaya and
Shri Silpakar’s remark
regarding the exhibits
of the
was, “Very good!” (27/

Sangrahalaya

12-11=2016 1552
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10/2016)

O On October 28,
2016 Thirty nine
(39) students of
Ramakrishna
Vivekananda
Mission
Barrackpore came
to visit the
Sangrahalaya
accompanied by
their teacher Shri Sunil Garui.
They were provided with a guided
tour of the Sangrahalaya and
shown the documentary titled
Role of Barrackpore in the
Freedom Movement of India.
(28/10/2016)

O On November 12, 2016 the
students of Cantonment Primary
School,

Darjeeling, who came to Kendriya

Lebong and Jalapahar,
Vidyalaya (Army), Barrackpore as
part of an exchange programme,
visited the Sangrahalaya. There
were a total of thirty four (34)
their

students accompanied by

teacher Shri Dinesh Tamang. On
seeing the display of the
Sangrahalaya Shri Tamang
remarked, “Very Unique

Collection!” (12/11/2016).

Q Fifty (50) students of Kendriya
(Army),
visited the Sangrahalaya along with
two (2) of their teachers on
November 22, 2016. They were
provided a guided tour of the
Sangrahalaya. One of their teachers
Mrs. Seema Dasgupta remarked,
“The guides were excellent!” (22/11/
2016)

Vidyalaya Barrackpore

9. Total number of visitors who
Gandhi
Sangrahalaya,

visited Smarak
Barrackpore
during the period September
2016 to 2016

(excluding the participants of

November

the various programmes) : 1225
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